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The following were elected as Officers and Council for the year 1900:

President— \N. T. Blanford, LL.D., F.E.S., etc.

Vice-Presidents. —Lieut.-Col. H. H. Godwin-Austen, F.R.S., etc.

;

Prof. Gr. B Howes, LL.D., F.R.S., etc.; Rev. Canon Merle
.Norman, D.C.L., F.R.S., etc. ; E. A. Smith, F.Z.S., etc.

Treasurer —J. H. Ponsonhy, F.Z.S., etc.

Secretary. —M. F. Woodward.
Editor.— R. B. Woodward, F.L.S., etc.

Six other Members of the Council. —Rev. R. Ashington Bullen,

F.L.S., etc ; R. H. Burnc, B.A., F.Z.S., etc. ; G. F. Harris,

F.G.S., etc. ; J. Cosmo Melvill, M.A., F.L.S., etc. ; E. R.
Sykes, B.A., F.L.S., etc. ; H. Woodward, LL.D., F.R.S., etc.

Votes of thanks were passed to the Retiring Officers, the Auditors,

and the Scrutineers, a special vote of thanks being given to

Mr. G. F. Harris, the retiring Treasurer.

OBITUARY NOTICES.
Sir Rawson William Rawson, K.C.M.G., C.B., etc., who became

m
a member of the Society in 1894, took a keen interest in Conchology,
and had amassed a large collection of shells.

He was born in 1811, educated at Eton, and in 1830 became
Secretary to the then Vice-President of the Board of Trade; in 1834
he was appointed Secretary to the President, and in 1841 was Private

Secretary to Mr. Gladstone in the same office. In 1842 he was
- appointed Chief Secretary for Canada, subsequently going to

Mauritius, where for several years he held the post of Treasurer. He
> was appointed Colonial Secretary at the Cape of Good Hope in 1S5 1,

and was elected to the Cape Parliament. In 1864 lie was appointed
(ioverhor of the Bahamas, and in 1869 of the Windward Islands,

retiring in 1875, when he received the honour of knighthood.
Sir Rawson Rawson was also a good botanist, and joint author with

Dr. K. W. L. Pappe of "Synopsis Filicum Africa 1 Australis." He
was also devoted to geographical research, and at one time served on
the Council of the Royal Geographical Society. He further did much
for the Statistical Society; was its President in 1884-5, and first

President of the International Statistical Institute. He died in

London, 20th November, 1899. 1

Sylvanus Charles Tiiokp Hanley, although never a member of

the Malacological Society, was far too noted a Malacologist, and his

i death too great a loss to our science, to be passed over without mention.
He is probably best known by his work, written in conjunction with

Prof. E. Forbes,' "A History of British Mollusca," which is still the

I best on the whole subject; though his "Ipsa LinnaT Conchylia " is

an equally valuable publication, and indispensable to the systematist. 2

1 See notice by J. Cosmo Melvill, F.L.S., etc.. Journ. Conch., vol. ix, pp. 319-20,
to which we are indebted tor the above facts.

2 For ;t list of his writings, sec notice by E. A. Smith, F.Z.S., etc., in Journ. Couch.,
vol. ix, pp. '26U-70, to which we arc iml ibted for the facts here given.
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Hartley was born at Oxford, 7th January, 1819, and on leaving

school entered at Wadham College. After taking his degree he

became a student-at-law of the Inner Temple, but inheriting ample

means did not complete his legal studies, devoting himself instead to

his favourite pursuit of Conchology. He was elected a Fellow of the

Linnean Society in 1843. He died at Penzance, 5th April, 1899.

ORDINARY MEETING.

Friday, 9th February, 1900.

W. T. Blanford, LL.D., F.R.S., etc., President, in the Chair.

Arthur Goodwin Stubbs was elected to membership of the Society.

Dr. Arthur Willey delivered a lecture, illustrated by lantern slides,

on the Pearly Nautilus, including an account of his voyage to the

Pacific in search of its eggs.

An interesting discussion followed, in which a number of members
took part.

A vote of thanks was passed to the lecturer.

Mr. P. H. Burne exhibited a hue series of .dissections of Nautilus.

ORDINARY MEETING.

Friday, 9th March, 1900.

W. T. Blanfoud, LL.D., F.R.S., etc., President, in the Chair.

The following communications were read: —
1. " Further notes on Helicoid Land Shells from Japan, the

Loo-Choo, and Bonin Islands." By G. K. Gude, F.Z.S., etc.

2. " Notes on the genera Cattocardia and Ve&icomya." By E. A.

Smith, F.Z.S., etc.

3. " The genus Mytilus and its South American Species." By
Dr. H. von Jhering.

Mr. S. Pace exhibited a large series of Pearls obtained in the

region of Thursday Island from the pearl oyster, giant clam, and
other Pelecypoda. The specimens illustrated the formation of pearls,

both under natural and artificial conditions, and included perfect

pearls, soft pearls, eroded pearls, and various irregular growths.

The exhibitor gave an account of the occurrence of pearls, their

position in the body, structure, and formation ; he gave reasons for

regarding them as a disease, and cited instances of the propagation

of the same. An exhaustive discussion took place.

Mr. M. F. Woodward exhibited specimens of Onchidium from

Sark and Funafuti ; also the jaws and radula of a large Turbo

from Western Australia.

Mr. Gude and Mr. Sykes placed specimens on the table in illustration

of their papers.


